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Department of State 611.002–70 

and to the General Services Adminis-
tration in accordance with 609.404. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988; 53 FR 36461, Sept. 
20, 1988, as amended at 64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 
1999; 69 FR 19331, Apr. 13, 2004] 

609.407 Suspension. 

609.407–1 General. 
The Procurement Executive is the 

agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.407–1(d). 

609.407–3 Procedures. 
(a) Investigation and referral. Inves-

tigation and referral shall be accom-
plished as provided in 609.406–3(a), ex-
cept that referrals made to the sus-
pending official shall cite causes perti-
nent to a suspension action (see FAR 
9.407–2). 

(b) Decisionmaking process. (1) If the 
contractor does not respond to a notice 
of suspension within 30 calendar days 
after receipt of the notice, the sus-
pending official may proceed with com-
pletion of investigation. 

(2) The DOS decisionmaking process 
for a suspension action pursuant to 
FAR 9.407–3(b) follow those established 
for a debarment action (see 609.406(b)), 
except that the contractor may request 
and shall be entitled to a hearing be-
fore the fact-finding panel only if per-
mitted under FAR 9.407–3(b)(2). 

(c) Notice of suspension. Notice of sus-
pension shall be accomplished as pro-
vided in 609.406–3(a), except that the 
suspending official shall process the 
notice in accordance with FAR 9.407– 
3(c). 

(d) Suspending official’s decision. In 
addition to complying with FAR 9.407– 
3(d), the suspending official shall pro-
vide single copies of the decision to 
each DOS organizational element af-
fected by the decision and to the Gen-
eral Services Administration in accord-
ance with 609.404. 

Subpart 609.5—Organizational 
and Consultant Conflicts of In-
terests 

609.503 Waiver. 
The Procurement Executive is the 

agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.503. 

PART 611—DESCRIBING AGENCY 
NEEDS 

Sec. 
611.002 Policy. 
611.002–70 Metric system implementation. 

Subpart 611.1—Selecting and Developing 
Requirements Documents 

611.103 Market acceptance. 

Subpart 611.5—Liquidated Damages 

611.501 Policy. 

Subpart 611.6—Priorities and Allocations 

611.600 Scope of subpart. 
611.602 General. 
611.603 Procedures. 

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658. 

SOURCE: 64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

611.002 Policy. 

611.002–70 Metric system implementa-
tion. 

(a) Policy. The Metric Conversion Act 
of 1975, as amended by the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 
(15 U.S.C. 205a, et seq.), requires Federal 
agencies to establish implementing 
guidelines pursuant to metric policy to 
adopt the metric system as the pre-
ferred system of weights and measure-
ments for United States trade and com-
merce. This section establishes the De-
partment of State’s metric conversion 
guidelines. 

(b) Applicability. This section applies 
to all DOS acquisitions, except to the 
extent that such use is impractical or 
is likely to cause significant inefficien-
cies or loss of markets to U.S. firms. 

(c) Definitions. 
Dual system means the use of both 

traditional and metric systems. For ex-
ample, an item is designated, produced 
and described in inch-pound values 
with soft metric values also shown for 
information or comparison. 

Hard metric means the use of only 
standard metric (SI) measurements in 
specifications, standards, supplies and 
services. 

Hybrid system means the use of both 
traditional and hard metric values in 
specifications, standards, supplies and 
services. 
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